
    
 

 

 
 

Programme Title: MA Visual Arts 

Awarding Institution: 
 

University of Bolton 

Teaching Institution: Bradford College 
 

Department and/or 
School/Curriculum Area: 

Bradford School of Art  

Professional accreditation 
 

Professional body Professional body URL Status of 
graduates 

None   

Final award(s): Master of  

Exit or Fall back award(s) Post Graduate Certificate 
Post Graduate Diploma  
 

Programme title(s) MA Visual Arts 

JACS Code 
 

 

University Course Code(s)  
 

QAA Benchmark Statement(s) The following benchmark statements apply to this programme: 
QAA Art and Design  
 

Other internal and external 
reference points 

 
 
 

Language of study English 
 

Mode of study and normal 
period of study 

P/T 

Admissions criteria 
 
BA (Hons) in any Art and Design Subject  2.2 required.   
 
Additional criteria 
Non-standard applicants will be required to produce evidence of their ability to study at the Higher 
Education level.  Short-course and relevant work experience may be taken into account.  Non-
standard applicants will be interviewed and may be required to complete a piece of written work 
as part of their application. Claims for Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) are welcomed by the 
College.  Students should consult the admissions tutor if they wish to claim such recognition. 
 

Additional admissions matters 
Applicants will be invited to an interview and will be expected to provide a portfolio of art work 
and working proposal for research project to discuss and ensure they demonstrate a good level of 
art ethical and sustainable approaches to creative practice required at an appropriate level for MA. 
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Fitness to practise declaration 
 
N/A 
 

Aims of the programme 

The principal aims of the programme are to: 
 

• enable you to demonstrate with a degree of creativity and sophistication, research, critical, 
analytical, editorial and evaluative skills 

• enable you to understand and apply critical theories and/or practical techniques to a range 
of complex and open-ended situations 

• enable you to learn interdependently and independently and take responsibility for and 
evaluate your own practice 

• enable you to develop advanced creative work, writing and arts practice, through 
experimentation, revision, evaluation and reflection 

• enable you to reflect upon and synthesise theory and practice 

• enable you to demonstrate understanding of, and to critically engage with, the contexts, 
issues and products of visual culture in relation to your own interests and practice 

• to foster originality and creativity through the production of high level, sustained 
independent work 

• engender creative ethical and sustainable approaches to both research and practice  
 

Distinctive features of the programme 
 

• The emphasis throughout on the development of a self-reflective, creative and innovative 
visual artist and/or theorist who is able to develop their own practice within a framework 
of critical dialogue and in a dialectical relationship with contemporary theoretical, ethical 
and sustainable issues and debates.  

• Within a structured programme the students take responsibility for their own learning 
based in the pursuit and development of an individual Proposal of Study, which is 
presented on entry and developed throughout the programme into a Proposal for a final 
project culminating in a final assessed exhibition or publication.  

• The programme of study is founded on the principle of challenging the student to think 
about their work in relation to global practice and contemporary issues; in stimulating new 
skills, knowledge and experience in support of an advanced practice. 

• The post graduate programme provides practitioners and theorists with an opportunity to 
develop their work through a period of concentrated study in an intellectually challenging 
learning environment.  

• Students are continually encouraged to experiment, evaluate and to be critically aware, to 
endeavour to be at the forefront to their practice.  

• Recent developments in visual arts have led to an increased overlap of adjacent fields of 
production and study, in order to maintain currency and develop appropriate skills and 
knowledge MA Visual Arts students from various disciplines and contexts will study 
alongside each other.  

• Although this course encourages engagement with contemporary image making processes 
this is not intended to exclude or marginalise traditional methods and skills.  However, it is 
assumed that working methods are always evaluated, revised and reformulated in relation 
to practical experience creative needs, their proposal of study and their context. 
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• The course has strong links and good working relationships with a large number of 
museums and galleries within the region. The internationally recognised galley at Dean 
Clough in Halifax is the venue of the courses’ graduation exhibitions.  

• South Square Gallery is where students stage their series of annual “Work in Progress” 
exhibitions and the Bradford Gallery.  

• The National Media Museum provides access to a photographic archive that is unrivalled in 
this country and regularly hosts an international visiting programme of distinguished artists 
and speakers.  

• Bradford School of Arts is involved with the district wide arts programmes and events. 

• All students are encouraged to participate in regional, national and international 
exhibitions and where appropriate, extend their experience beyond the studio/gallery into 
the public sphere or into a range of community contexts. 
 

Programme learning outcomes 

K. Knowledge and understanding  
On completion of the programme, successful students will be able to demonstrate systematic 
knowledge and understanding of: 

K1. Demonstrate originality through a knowledge and understanding of  the application of practical 
techniques, processes, technologies, materials, media, visual languages and research methods to 
own creative practice and advanced scholarship 

K2. Demonstrate a systematic and critical understanding of the different contexts in which visual 
culture is produced, and in which students operate, as well as of the relationships between 
context, creativity, production and meaning 

K3. Demonstrate a comprehensive and critical understanding and application of key critical 
theories and issues relating to visual culture and to the politics of representation appropriate to 
own interests and advanced scholarship 

C. Cognitive, intellectual or thinking skills 
On completion of the programme, successful students will be able to demonstrate the ability to: 

C1. Research, critically evaluate, analyse, theorise and reflect upon source material and ideas in 
the evolution of own interests and practice 

C2.  Reflect upon and critically analyse contexts, issues and products of visual culture appropriate 
to their own interests 

C3. Think and operate in an investigative, imaginative, challenging and experimental manner 

C4. Reflect upon and synthesise theory and practice 

P. Practical, professional or subject-specific skills 
On completion of the programme, successful students will be able to demonstrate the ability to: 

P1. Demonstrate with a degree of creativity and sophistication,  critical, analytical, editorial and 
evaluative skills 

P2. Develop advanced creative practice, writing and arts practice, through experimentation, 
revision, evaluation and reflection 

P3. Compile, edit and structure material discursively through presentation in verbal and written 
forms 

P4. Demonstrate originality and creativity through the production of a significant piece of high 
level independent work 

T. Transferable, key or personal skills 
On completion of the programme, successful students will be able to demonstrate the ability to: 
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T1. Learn interdependently and independently and take responsibility for their own continuing 
professional development 

T2. Be rigorously self-critical and reflective in the engagement of aspects of critical theory in 
relation to visual culture and independent learning 

T3. Apply appropriate presentational and curatorial strategies and to present or exhibit a body of 
work in a professional manner 

T4. Communicate ideas visually and verbally using appropriate media techniques and languages 

Programme structure 
 
Part -Time route 
 
Year 1 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

Studio Practice 1 Studio Practice 1 

Critical Studies 1 Critical Studies 1 

 
Year 2 

Semester 3 Semester  

Studio Practice 2   Studio Practice  2   

Critical Studies 2   Critical Studies 2   

 
Year 3 

Semester 5  

Integrated Project   

 
 
 

 
Module Code 

 
Module title 

Core/ 
Option 
(C/O) 

Credits 

 
Length 

(1, 2 or 3 
periods) 

 Studio Practice 1        C 40 2 

 Studio Practice 2 C 40 2 

 Critical Studies 1 C 20 2 

 Critical Studies 2  C 20 2 

 Integrated Project  C 60 1 

  
Learning and teaching strategies 
The course offers a supportive framework through which you will pursue your own practical 
and/or theoretical research.  You are expected to develop your own independence in learning, 
particularly in terms of advanced research and creative experimentation. Regular tutorial guidance 
is delivered by the appropriate staff in relation to the individual student profile. Ultimately you will 
realise your individual potential, personal, social and professional development and strategies for 
professional practice and lifelong learning. 
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The course supports deep learning, which is characterised by critical and analytical thinking, risk 
taking, synthesis and reflexive practice. There is a commitment to active, student-centred and self-
directed learning, whereby you are challenged and enabled to take responsibility for your own 
academic and creative development. This is achieved through continuous feedback and formative 
assessment. 
 
Peer group learning and interactivity is encouraged through a series of staff and student led 
seminars whilst there is also constant practical and discursive peer group student interaction 
within the studio workshop. Feedback tutorials follow all assessment points and are seen as 
central to an ongoing critical and deep learning process. 
 
Teaching and learning strategies include tutorials, seminars, practical demonstrations, group 
critiques, lectures, staff and student led presentations, and visits to galleries, museums and other 
relevant sources. 
 
You are encouraged to participate in local, regional and national exhibitions, conferences and 
competitions alongside the course’s organised annual “Work in Progress” exhibition at the South 
Square Gallery in Thornton and the Graduation Exhibition at Dean Clough in Halifax. 
 
In order to ensure your awareness of contemporary as well as historical visual arts practice, visits 
to lectures, museums, galleries, conferences, collections and workshops are encouraged both 
independently or through arranged visits. 
 

Learning activities (KIS entry) 
 

Course Year HE7  
 
 
 

Scheduled learning and 
teaching activities 

33% 
 

Guided independent 
study 

67% 
 

    
 

Assessment strategy  
The purpose of the assessment is to evaluate learning outcomes, the extent to which the aims and 
objectives of the course have been achieved, and to provide continuous feedback to student as part 
of the learning process.  
 
The most common method of assessment for practical modules is the presentation of a body of 
work in portfolio or exhibition form, supported by preparatory work, sketchbooks and learning 
journals. Academic writing is assessed in the form of essays, dissertations and critical appraisal 
papers. Detailed written and verbal feedback forms an integral part of our teaching, learning and 
assessment 
 
To obtain an award you must normally have successfully fulfilled the Learning Outcomes of each 
module of the course at the appropriate level. 
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Final marks are given in accordance with the following scheme in relation to the criteria for the 
appropriate course modules. 
 
Post Graduate Certificate 
 Critical Theory 1 
 Studio Practice 1  
 
Post Graduate Diploma as Certificate plus 
 Critical Theory 2 
 Studio Practice 2  
 
Masters as Diploma plus 
 Integrated Project 
 

Assessment methods (KIS entry) 
 

Course Year  HE7 
 
 

Written exams N/A 
 

Coursework 88% 
 

Practical  12% 
 

 
  

 

Assessment regulations 
 
Assessment Regulations for Postgraduate Taught Programmes apply to this programme. 
 
Regulations can be found at:  
 
https://www.bolton.ac.uk/about/governance/policies/student-policies/ 
 

Grade bands and classifications 
 
Masters 
 

Grade  Mark 

Distinction 70-100%  

Merit  60-69% 

Pass 50% 

 
 

https://www.bolton.ac.uk/about/governance/policies/student-policies/
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Role of external examiners 
 
External examiners are appointed for all programmes of study. They oversee the assessment 
process and their duties include: approving assessment tasks, viewing assessed samples of work 
with corresponding feedback/feed forward, reviewing assessment marks, attending assessment 
boards and reporting to the University on the assessment process. 
 
They support both staff and students in the teaching and learning process. 
 

Support for student learning 
 
The course team are located in the Bradford School of Arts and Media.   
 
Visiting lecturers and/or workshop leaders are invited to input into the programme where possible 
in order to extend the range of access to contemporary artists and, through them, to current 
practices and techniques outside the range of expertise of the area tutors.  Such sessions will be 
shared with undergraduate courses, where appropriate. 
 
You will be supported in your learning through the student centred nature of our teaching 
strategies, which foster deep learning through individual tutorial support and formative 
assessment.  
 
You are also allocated a Personal Tutor who offers pastoral support and guidance. 
 
The College Library includes a large Visual Arts section, which effectively supports and responds to 
staff and student needs. It comprises a book collection, a large collection of journals and other 
visual material and subscribes to a number of electronic databases. The college VLE supports 
teaching and students’ learning on the course. 
 
Your learning experience is further enriched by a range of extra-curricular activities, including: 
 

• the ‘Random Lecture’ series, to which both staff members and visiting speakers contribute 

• Random workshops  

• educational visits to galleries, exhibitions, talks and other relevant institutions and events 

• educational visits to important cultural centres both in Britain and abroad 
 
Academic staff engage in continuous professional development activities and in specialist research 
projects, creative practices and scholarly activity, which inform and enrich teaching and learning 
and contribute to ongoing critical and creative dialogue.  
 
Students on MA Visual Arts have access to very well equipped and spacious 2D/3D, printmaking 
and ceramic studio areas. Digital technologies as well as traditional equipment and facilities are 
available. Students can enjoy a well established and vibrant studio culture when needed. 
 

Programme Level: Level 7  
 
You are given an induction in which you are introduced to the programme, facilities and the tutors 
on the programme. You are presented with a programme handbook which outlines specific 
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information including module specifications and broader subjects including email addresses and 
contact numbers for the various services that the college provides. There will be an introduction to 
the programme identifying Level 7 expectations and any impact this has on the completion of work 
and assessment. 
 
You will receive individual tutorials per semester to track your progress on the programme and 
discuss any issues regarding their studies. Further tutorials are available upon request. There are 
systems in place to account for any difficulties that you might encounter on the programme, 
including the option to apply for mitigating circumstances and extensions to deadlines.  
  

Methods for evaluating and enhancing the quality of learning opportunities 
 

• Student Staff programme committees 

• Focus groups 

• Module reviews by staff and students  

• Student Experience Surveys 

• Annual quality monitoring and action planning  

• Student Councils 

• Peer review/observation of teaching 

• Professional development programme for staff –  Continued Research and CPD  

• External Examiner reports 

• Quality Improvement Plan 
 

Other sources of information 
 

• Bradford College University Centre website: 

https://www.bradfordcollege.ac.uk/study/university-centre   

• HE Student Handbook: https://www.bradfordcollege.ac.uk/study/university-centre/handbook 

• College Regulations: https://www.bradfordcollege.ac.uk/study/university-

centre/handbook/regulations  

• VLE - Moodle - https://moodle.bradfordcollege.ac.uk  

• Student Portal - https://www.bradfordcollege.ac.uk/student-portal  

• Learner Portal - https://learnerportal.bradfordcollege.ac.uk  

• Students’ Union - https://www.bradfordcollege.ac.uk/student-services/students-union  

• External Examiner Report - 

https://moodle.bradfordcollege.ac.uk/mod/book/view.php?id=302018&chapterid=7993 

• Library Services - https://www.bradfordcollege.ac.uk/student-services/library-services 

• College Careers - https://www.bradfordcollege.ac.uk/student-services/student-

support/careers-advice  

 

Document control 

Author(s) Carole Griffiths 
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https://moodle.bradfordcollege.ac.uk/
https://www.bradfordcollege.ac.uk/student-portal
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https://www.bradfordcollege.ac.uk/student-services/student-support/careers-advice
https://www.bradfordcollege.ac.uk/student-services/student-support/careers-advice
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Learning Outcomes Map (D – Developed; T – Taught; A – Assessed) 

Level 7 

Module title 
Module 
Code 

Status 
C/O 

K1 K2 K3 K4 C1 C2 C3 C4 P1 P2 P3 P4 T1 T2 T3 T4 

Studio Practice 1    A A   A A   A A   A A   

Studio Practice 2      A A   A    A A A A  A 

Critical Studies 1    A A   A A   A A   A A   

Critical Studies 2      A A   A A   A A   A A 

Integrated 

Project  

  A   A   A A  A  A   A A 
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Module Listing and Assessments Map  

 
 
Module title 

 
 
Module 
Code 

 
 
New
? 
✓ Le

ve
l  

C
re

d
it

s 

Ty
p

e
 

C
o

re
/O

p
ti

o
n

/E
le

ct
iv

e
 

C
/O

/E
 

P
re

-

re
q

u
is

it
e

 
M

o
d

u
le

 

A
ss

e
ss

m
en

t 
 

1
 

A
ss

e
ss

m
en

t 
 

2
 

        

A
ss

e
ss

m
en

t 
ty

p
e

 

A
ss

e
ss

m
en

t 

%
 

A
d

d
 Y

 if
 

fi
n

al
 it

e
m

 

A
ss

e
ss

m
en

t 
ty

p
e

 

A
ss

e
ss

m
en

t 

%
 

A
d

d
 Y

 if
 

fi
n

al
 it

e
m

 

 
Studio Practice 1  

   
  7 

40 Standard C  Portfolio of 
work (8000 
word 
equivalent) 

100 Y    

Studio Practice 2 
 

  7 40 Standard C  Completed 

folio of work 

(8000 word 

equivalent) 

100 Y    

Critical Studies 1  
 

  7 20 Standard C  Essay (4000 
words) 

100 Y    

Critical Studies 2  
 

  7 20 Standard C  Essay (4000 
words) 

100 Y    

Integrated Project  
 

  7 60 Standard C  Critical 

Appraisal 

(5000 words) 

40 N Graduation 
Exhibition 

60 Y 

 


